
Please do not allow companies to each own larger shares of the
media.  It's bad enough under the current rules.  I live in a large
market area, where some companies already own multiple channels and
media outlets.  This has decreased the quality of news coverage,
and has also increased the amount of news time spent advertising
other media outlets owned by the same company (e.g., a TV channel
advertising a magazine's coverage of an issue in the guise
of "news").  The more media any given company owns, the easier it
is for the company to manipulate the information the public
receives, whether it's through choosing not to report a news story
or whether it's choosing to promote a news story and their
perspective.  Vigorous competition between media outlets is
necessary in order for the public to have a chance to access
truthful information, reported honestly without lies of either
commission or omission.  Please do not impinge citizens' access to
information by further relaxing regulations on media ownership.
This would be a great disservice to democracy, which can thrive
only when information and ideas flow freely and are vigorously
debated.


